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LETTER L 


EVER did any thing give me ſuch comfort as the 
letter I have receiv d. Thanks be to him who 
can alone work in the heart what he pleaſes, for his 

glory. He muſt needs love you much, ſince he maintains 

His love in your ſoul while you are ſurrounded with what- 

ever tends to extinguiſh it. Love him then above all things, 

and fear nothing but not ro love him. He himſelf ſhall 
be your light, your ſtrength, your life, your all. O how 
rich and powerful is a heart amidſt adverſities when it car- 
ries this treaſure within it! You muſt learn to ſeek him in your 
heart with the ſimplicity of a child, a tender familiarity and 

a confidence that charms ſo good a father. 

Be not diſcourag'd at your weakneſſes. There is a way of 
ſupporting them without indulging them and of correcting 
them without impatience. God will ſhew you this peaceable 
and effectual way, if you ſeek it with an entire diffidence in 
your ſelf, and walk in the preſence of God like Abraham. 

For God's fake let prayer nouriſh your heart, as food does 
your body. Let prayer at certain ſtated times be a ſource 
of the preſence of God thro' the day; and let a frequent re- 


Collection of the preſence of God be a renewal of prayer. 


This ſhort and affectionate view of God revives the whole 
| man, 


* — — — 
, * ol 0 


- „ „ 0 10m 
cnt, EP Iwo et; oo +, 


"IE . 


. 9 OR Ee, N Ne- a N ee * 1 


„ * 


8 & p — U—B — 
2 : — SAAEIOOY: Poe IOC 


4 LETTERS OF THE 


man, calms the paſſions, carries light and counſel along with 
it on important occaſions, and gradually ſubdues the tem- 
per, ſo that one poſſeſſes his ſoul in patience, or rather ſuf- 
fers it to be poſſeſt by God. Be renewed in the ſpirit of 
* your mind.“ Make not long prayers; but I entreat you, 
pray a little every morning in ſome bit of ſtolen time. This 


momentary proviſion will nouriſh you thro' the whole day. 


Pray more with the heart than the underſtanding; more in 
the way of ſimple affection than reaſoning. Few regular con- 
nected thoughts, but a great deal of faith and love. 
You mult read too; but it muſt be ſuch things as tend to 
give you recollection and encouragement and familiarity 
with God. Fear not to attend the ſacraments when you 
have occaſion and inclination. Let not things of ſmall im- 
portance deprive you of that bread from heaven which of- 
fers it ſelf to you. Beware of vain oſtentation; at the ſame 
time never be aſham'd of him who alone is your true glory. 
What gives me wonderful hopes 1s, that I ſee by your let- 
ter, you are ſenſible of your weakneſſes and humbly acknow- 
ledge them. O how ſtrong is he in God, who feels he is 
weak in himſelf! * When I am weak then am] ſtrong: dread 
{in more than a thouſand deaths: but if you unhappily fall 
into it, make haſte to return to the father of mercies and the 
God of all conſolation who ſtretches out his arms to receive 
you; and open your wounded heart to him who can heal 
you. Aboveall things, be humble and lowly.* Lwill yet be more 
vile than thus, and will be baſe in mine own ſight.” Mind 
your duty. Take care of your health. Govern your temper 


and inclinations. I ſpeak to you only of God and your ſelf : 


no matter for me. I thank God my heart is at peace: my 


ſevereſt ſuffering is my not ſeeing you; but I carry you con- 
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tinually with me into the preſence of God, where I am nea- 
rer to you than the external ſenſes can make me. I wou'd 
give a thouſand lives as a drop of water to ſee you ſuch as 
God wou'd have you. Amen! Amen! | 


LETTER IL 


Believe, my Lord, the true way of loving mankind is to 
love them in God and for his ſake. Men know not what 
| It is to love God and therefore they dread him and keep at a 

diſtance from him. This {laviſh fear hinders them from un- 
derſtanding the ſweet familiarity of children in the boſom of 
the tendereſt of fathers. They look upon him only as an 
all powerful and rigorous taſk-maſter, They are always un- 
der conſtraint with him. Every thing they do is forc'd. Tis 
with reluctance they do any good that they may eſcape pu- 
niſhment. They wou'd do evil if they durſt, and cou'd hope 
for impunity. The love of God appears to them a burden- 
ſome debt. They endeavour to elude it by formalities and 
external worſhip : ſtill inclining to ſubſtitute theſe in the 
place of ſincere and effectual love. They uſe artifices with 
God himſelf, to give him as little as poſſibly they can. O 
my God! if menknew what it is to love thee, they wou'd 
ſeek no other life, no other joy but thy love, 

This love requires nothing of us but an innocent and regu- 
lar converſation. It wou'd only have us to do for the ſake 
of God, what reaſon of itſelf thou'd incline us todo. Weare 
not deſir d to add to the number of the good works which 
we have already learn'd to practiſe: all that is incumbent 


upon us, is to do the ſame things from a principle of love 


to God, that honeſt men of a regular life do from principles 
3 of 
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of honour and regard to themſelves. Nothing is to be laid 
aſide but what's wrong, which we ought to lay aſide tho' 
we had no other principle but right reaſon. As for thereſt, 
let us leave all matters in that order which God hath eſta- 
bliſh'd in the world. Let us do the ſame honourable and 
virtuous things as formerly, but let us do them for his fake 
who made us and to whom we owe all. 

This love of God does not require of all chriſtians the au- 
ſterities of the antient hermits, nor their profound ſolitude, 
nor their contemplation. Neither does it in ordinary caſes 
demand, ſhinjng, heroick deeds, nor renouncing lawful poſ- 
ſeſſions, nor abandoning the advantages of any condition of 
life. It wou'd only have us juſt, ſober and moderate in the 
proper uſe of all theſe things. It wou'd only have us not to 
make them our God and our happineſs, but to uſe them ac- 
cording to his deſigns, and ſo as they may help to raiſe our 
affections towards him. 

This love does not multiply our croſſes. It finds all con- 
ditions of life already ſown with all kinds of them. They 
ariſe from the infirmity of our bodies and the paſſions of our 
ſouls: from our own imperfections and thoſe of other men 
with whom we are oblig d to live. The love of God cauſes 
none of theſe pains. On the contrary, it ſweetens all our 
ſufferings with conſolation. It likewiſe leſſens them by mo- 
derating our ardent paſſions and too great ſenſibility, the 
fource of all our real ills. Were the love of God fo perfect in 
us, as to draw off our affections from whatever we fear to 
loſe or hope to gain, it wou'd finiſh our griefs at once, and 
fill us with a bleſs'd tranquillity. 

Why then ſo afraid of this love, which is the cauſe of none 


of our afflictions, is able to mitigate all of them, and to bring 
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along with it into our hearts all kinds of happineſs Men are 


much their own enemies to reſiſt this love and to be afraid 
of it. | 
The precept of love is ſo far from being an additional bur- 


den to the reſt, that it renders all of them light and caſy. 


What one does thro' fear without love, is always tedious, 


hard, painful and burdenſome. What one does thro' love 


and perſuaſion and perfect freedom of will, becomes by this 
means agreeable,. how croſs ſo ever it be to ſenſe. The de- 
ſire of pleaſing that God whom we love, makes us, that if 
we ſuffer, we chooſe to ſuffer: and the ſuffering which one 
chooſes is no longer a ſuffering. 

This love unſettles and changes no part of that order 


which God has eſtabliſn'd. It leaves the great in their gran- 


deur and makes them little under the hand of him who 
made them great. It leaves the low in the duſt and makes 
them ſatisfied to be nothing but in him. This contentment 


in the loweſt place has no meaneſs in it: it makes true great- 


ne: 
This love regulates and animates all the affections we owe 


to creatures. We never love our neighbour ſo well as when 


we love him for the ſake of God and with the love of God. 


When we love men without regarding God, we love them 


for our own fakes: Tis ſtill our own intereſt we ſeek in 
them, either a more groſs or a more refin'd and diſguis'd in- 
tereſt. If it is not money or convenience or favour, tis the 
glory of loving them dilintereſtedly, tis the pleaſure of fol- 
lowing our taſte, of confiding in them, of being mutually 
belov'd by them when they are people of merit. Theſe 
things flatter our ſelf love more than any ſum of money can 
do. So that we really love our ſelves when we imagine we 
love 


— — — l e 
oy * 9 
be Ne 2 

pov * 


a 
_ —— — 


p 
k 
/ 
[4 
t 3 
{pf 
34 
2 
0 
Ss | 
| F 


„„ r 2 * 


8 . LETTERS OF THE 

love our friends. But, to love another for the fake of our 
ſelves is a very imperfect way of loving them. "Tis not 
friendſhip; tis ſelf love. 

It may be ask'd, what is the right way then of wk our 
friends? It is to love them in their due order after God: it 
is to love God in them; to love what he has given them 
and to bear, for his fake, with the want of what he has 
thought fit to deny them. When we love our friends for 


our own ſakes; ſelf love is impatient, delicate, jealous, full 


of wants and void of merit, always ſuſpicious both of it ſelf 
and it's friend: it grows weary and diſguſted: it ſoon ſees 
an end of what it entertain'd the higheſt thoughts of: it 
meets with diſappointments every where: it wou'd always 
have perfection, but can never find it: it grows angry: it 
changes: it can reſt in nothing. But the love of God loves 


it's friends without views of ſelf-intereſt, and ſo loves them 


patiently with all their faults: it ſeeks no more but what 
God has given them: it looks to nothing in them but God 
and his gifts. "Tis pleas'd with every thing, becauſe it loves 
what God has made, and bears with what he has not made 
but permitted, and wou'd have us to permit, likeways in 


compliance with his deſigns. 


The love of God never looks for perfection i in the crea- 


tures. It knows this is to be found in God alone. It takes 


great pleaſure in ſaying to God . who is like unto thee? * It 
ſays to every thing that has imperfection in it, thou art not 
my God. As it expects perfection in no creature, it is ne- 
ver diſappointed. It loves God and his gifts in every creature 
according to the degree of goodneſs in every one. It has a 
leſs love to that which is leſs good, and a greater to that 


which is better: it has ſome love to every thing, becaule e- 


very 
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; every thing has ſome little good in it which is the gift of God; 
and the very worſt men are capable, while they continue 
in life, of becoming good, and of receiving the gifts they 


are deſtitute of at preſent. 
For the ſake of God, it loves all his works; all that he 
has commanded us to love. It raiſes and heightens it's af- 


fection towards ſuch objects as God wou d have it to prefer 


to others. In a mortal father it looks to it's father in heaven; 
in a kinſman or friend, it conſiders the ſtrict ties form'd by 
providence. The ſtricter theſe ties are in the order of pro- 
vidence, the love of God makes them ſo much more ſtrong 
and intimate. Can one love God without loving the ob- 
jects he has commanded one to love? They are his work- 


manſhip: he has order'd us to love them: ſhall we not do 


$07 - 

Indeed, we ſhou'd far rather die than love any thing bet- 
ter than him. He hath told us in the goſpel if any man love 
father or mother more than me, he is not worthy of me. 
God forbid I ſhou'd love better than him what I love only 
for his ſake. But upon his account I love with my heart 
whatever repreſents him to me, whatever contains his gifts, 
whatever he deſigns I ſhou'd love. This ſolid principle of 


love makes me reſolve never to be wanting in any duty ei- 


ther to my neighbours or my friends. Their imperfections 
cannot ſurprize me, for I expect nothing but imperfection 


in every thing which is not my God. I ſee nothing but him 


in whatever has the leaſt degree of goodneſs. "Tis he whom 
I love in his creatures, and nothing can alter this love. This 
love is not indeed always tender and affecting; but it is 
real, cordial, faithful, conſtant and active, and I prefer it 
in my laſt and ſincereſt choice to every other love. It has 
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alſo it's tenderneſſes and it's tranſports. If a ſoul was wholly 
addicted to God, it wou'd no longer be ſubject to that dry- 
neſs and reſerve which is owing only to the delicacies and 
inequalities of ſelf- love. As it wou'd love only for the fake 
of God, it wou'd love as God does, with an admirable 


love. For God is love as the apoltle John ſays. It's bow- 


els wou'd be an inexhauſtible ſource of living waters accor- 
ding to the promiſe. Love wou'd, for the ſake of others 
bear all things, endure all things, hope all things. It wou'd 
overcome all difficulties. It wou'd diffuſe it ſelf from the 
bottom of the heart even upon the external ſenſes. It wou'd 
compaſſionate the pains of others and make no account of 


it's own; it wou'd wait for them, it would accommodate it- 


ſelf to them: it wou'd humble it ſelf to the low; it wou'd 
raiſe it ſelf up to the great; it wou'd weep with them that 
weep, and rejoice out of good nature with them that re- 
joĩce; it wou'd become all things to all men, not by a forc'd 
appearance and dry aftectation, but from the abundance 
of the heart, in which the love of God wou'd be a living 


ſource of all the tendereſt, ſtrongeſt and moſt condeſcending 


affections. Nothing is fo cold, dry, hard and reſerv'd as a 
heart that loves it ſelf in all things. Nothing is fo tender, 
open, lively, ſweet and loving as a heart 3 and ani- 
mated with divine love. 


EX WM. 


ON of St. Lewis imitate your father. Be mild, humane, 
acceſſible, affable, compaſſionate and generous, as he 
was. May your grandeur never hinder you from condeſcen- 
ding with goodneſs to men of a low eſtate. And may this 
good- 
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goodneſs of yours never leſſen your authority nor their reſ- 
pect. Hearken to every thing that ſeems to deſerve attention. 
Be always ſtudying men. Learn to uſe their ſervice without 
becoming obnoxious to them. Search the moſt diſtant cor- 
ners of the world for true merit: it is commonly modeſt and 
retired. Virtue does not force it ſelf into the croud. It is not 
greedy, nor importunate. It ſuffers it ſelf to be forgotten. 
Let not men of a flattering inſinuating temper beſet you. 
Make them ſenſible that you love neither praiſes nor mean 
ſubmiſſions. Show that you have no confidence but in thoſe 
who dare to contradi& you, with due reſpect, when your 
affairs demand it; and who love your reputation better than 
your favour. | 
The fortitude and wiſdom of St. Lewis will be given you, 
if you ſeek it with a humble ſenſe of your own weakneſs. 
Tis time to ſhow the world a maturity and vigour of mind 
ſuitable to the preſent ſtate of your affairs. St. Lewis at your 
years had made himſelf the delight of the good and the ter- 
ror of the wicked. Lay aſide then all the amuſements of your 
_ paſt life, and ſhow that you think and feel as you ought to 
do. You muſt make the good love you, the wicked fear 
you, and all eſteem you. Make haſte to reform. your ſelf 
that you may labour ſucceſsfully in reforming others. 
There is no weakneſs nor melancholy nor conſtraint in 
piety. It enlarges the heart. It is ſimple and amiable. It 
becomes all things to all that it may gain all. 'The kingdom 
of God does not conſiſt in a ſcrupulous obſervation of lit- 
tle forms. It conſiſts, to every particular perſon, in the 
virtues proper for his ſtation. - A great prince ought not to 
ſerve God like a hermit, or a private man. St. Lewis ac- 
quired and practiſed piety in a way that became a great 
| king 
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king. He was intrepid in war, reſolute in council, ſuperior 

to other men by the greatneſs of his ſentiments; without 
pride, harſhneſs or preſumption. He always followed the 
true intereſts of the nation to whom he was a father as well 
as a king. In affairs of importance he wou'd ſee every thing 
with his own eyes. He was diligent, provident, moderate, 


and upright and ſteddy in his negotiations; ſo that he was 


as much truſted by foreigners, as by his own ſubjects. Ne- 
ver was a prince bleſt with more wiſdom for governing his 
people well, and making them at once good and happy. 
He loy'd with tenderneſs and confidence all whom it was 
his duty to love; but he was reſolute in correcting his deareſt 
favourites when they were in the wrong. He was noble 
and magnificent in his way of living according to the cuſ- 
toms of that age, but without vain pomp and luxury, His 
expences tho' very great were ſo well regulated, that he re- 
deem'd all his crown-lands. 

Long after his death, his reign was rementbardd with a 
tender affection, and conſidered as a model for future ages. 
People were always talking of the weights, the meaſures, 
the coins, the cuſtoms, in the reign of good King Lewis. 


They thought, they cou'd not do better than reduce every 


thing to this ſtandard. Be the heir of his virtues before you 
ſucceed to his crown. Remember his blood runs in your 
veins, and that the ſpirit of faith which ſanctified him ought 
to be the life of your heart. He looks upon you from heaven, 


where he wiſhes you may one day reign with him in the pre- 


ſence of God. Unite your heart to his. My ſon keep the 
commandment of thy father. | 


LETTER 


ARCH BIS HO D OF CAM BRAT. 


LETTER IV. 
During the C ampaign 1708. 


TFT Muſt take care, my Lord, how I ſpeak of matters above 
my reach; eſpecially thoſe of war which I'm quite ig- 
norant of. But my knowledge of your goodneſs and an ex- 
ceſs of zeal, makes me aſſume the liberty to tell you (in this 
way which is perfectly ſecret and ſure) that if it be the will 
of providence, you ſhou'd not be able to ſuccour Liſle; it 
will be proper at leaſt (if I am not deceiv'd) to make the 
molt preſſing inſtances for leave to continue at the head ef 
the army till the end of the campaign. When a great Prince, 
like you, my Lord, cannot acquire glory by ſhining victo- 
ries, he ought at leaſt to ſeek it by reſolution and genius and 
expedients in bad ſucceſs. I'm perſuaded, my Lord, the 
whole bent of your foul lyes this way. You cannot per- 
form impoſſibilities; but the way to ſupport the reputation 


of the army and the king's and your own, is to perſiſt to 


the laſt in doing every thing to retrieve matters; as much as 


an old, great general cou'd do. People of underſtanding 


will in that caſe do you juſtice; and ſuch people will al- 
ways bring the publick to be of their opinion at laſt. Suf- 
fer this piece of indiſcretion from the man in the world who 
is moſt zealous for you, and maſt devoted to your intereſt. 
My Lord, I thank God from the bottom of my heart, 
for the ſimplicity and goodneſs with which you unboſom 
your ſelf to me. The more God deſigns to do with you, 
the more jealous is he of all your natural talents. Tis his 
1 D - pleaſe 
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pleaſure that you ſhou'd ſuffer afflictions, diſcouragements, 


oppreſſing griefs, irreſolution, difficulties that overcome 
you, and weakneſſes that make you vex'd at your ſelf. O 


how agreeable this ſtate of mind is to God! and how diſ- 
pleas d he wou'd be to ſee you poſſeſs d of all the moſt ſhi- 
ning virtues in perfect ſymmetry, if you rejoiced in your 
own ſtrength and in the pleaſure of being ſuperior to every 
thing. Say with David, my Lord, I will yet be more 
vile than thus, and I will be baſe in mine own fight.” Fear 
nothing, as long as you are humble under the mighty hand 
of God. Go not like a great prince, but like a young 
ſhepherd, with five ſling-ſtones againſt the giant Goliah. If 
you ſuffer not your mind to be prepoſſeſs d for or againſt a- 
ny perſon; if you calmly hear all whom 'tis proper to hear 
or to conſult; and if after this, without any regard to what 
pleaſes or diſpleaſes your own temper or prejudices, you 
follow what God preſent and humbly invok'd ſhall put in- 


to your heart; you'll feel your ſelf free, eaſy, plain, deci- 


ſive; and you'll never commit a fault, but when you fail to 
act in this conſtant dependence on the ſpirit of grace. If you 
faithfully employ your leiſure hours in reading and prayer, 
and if you walk thro' the day in the preſence of God, in 
this ſpirit of love and familiar confidence, you ſhall have 
peace; your heart ſhall be enlarged; you ſhall have piety 
without ſuperſtitious ſcruples, and joy without diſſipation. 
LJou're better qualified than other princes for pleaſing 
the publick in converſation. Vou are gay, and obliging and, 
if one dares ſay it, extremely agreeable. Your mind is ſo 
cultivated and adorn'd as to enable you to ſpeak on all 
ſubjects and to accommodate yourſelf to all perſons. Tis 
a continual charm wholly in your own power to diſpenſe; | 

| It 
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it will coſt you nothing but a little complaiſance and ſub- 
miſſion. God will give you ſtrength to ſubmit, if you de- 
| fire it. You will have only the vain glory of this world to 


fear. Tis the advantage of great princes, that a man 
who raiſes himſelf, or hazards his life for them, is inchan- 
ted by an obliging word ſpoken in ſeaſon. The whole ar- 
my will ſing your praiſes when every particular perſon finds 
you acceſlible, open and full of goodneſs. 
As for your faults, my Lord, I bliſs God that he makes 
yh ſenſible of them, that he teaches you at your coſt and 
by ſuch convincing leſſons, to have no confidence or hope 
in your ſelf. But ſee that you ſeek in God the remedies 
you cannot find in your ſelf. I can do all things, ſays 
Paul, in him that ſtrengthens me. Live by faith and not 
by your own wiſdom or courage. Don't be ſurprized at 
your defects; labour patiently to get them ſupplied by de- 
grees; and at the ſame time truſt not to your own endea- 
vours but to God alone. O how he loves you ſince he is at 
pains to inſtruct you by ſo many miſtakes! He lets you ſee 
how dreadful a thing war is; how uſeleſs the moſt power- 
ful armies; and how eaſily ſhaken the greateſt ſtates. He 
ſhows you how the greateſt princes are ſeverely cenſur'd by 
the publick, while flatterers are continually praiſing them. 
When one is deſtin'd to govern men, he ſhou'd love them 
for the ſake of God, without expecting to be beloved by 
them; and facrifice himſelf for their good, tho' he knows 
they ſpeak ill of one who governs them with goodneſs and 
moderation. Vet tis fit, my Lord, you ſhou'd be told that 
the publick highly eſteems you, expects great things from 
you and wou'd be overjoyed to be convinced that you are 


not to blame. They only imagine your piety is of a me- 
lancholy 
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jancholy and ſcrupulous kind and not ſo fit for one of your 
rank; that you know not how to aſſume a certain mode- 
rate yet deciſive authority, which wou'd be perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with your inviolable fidelity in promoting the inten- 
tions of the king. What I am ſaying is all by report, having 
no opportunity of ſeeing the facts. But ſuppoſing things 
to be as they are repreſented, the only method you can 
take, is to be humbly ſenſible of your faults, without being 
diſcourag'd at them and to have recourſe to God with con- 
fidence, that you may labour to correct them. Pray, 
where is the man upon earth who has no faults; who has 
not committed groſs miſtakes? where is the man who at 
twenty ſix years of age can be perfect in the difficult art of 
war, which he was never engaged in for any conſiderable 
=. time. As to your piety, if you wou'd make it eſteem'd, 
. you cannot be too careful to make it ſweet, ſimple, eaſy 
| and ſociable. * You mult become all things to all that you 
© may gain all.“ Go roundly to work in extirpating your 
chief faults by the love of God and the denial of ſelf. love. 
Seek the publick good as much as poſſible and lay aſide 
ſcruples about things of no moment. You ought to have 
no concern about lodging in the houſe of Saulzoir ; you have 
nothing but what's diſcreet and regular about your perſon; 
'tis a hardſhip one learns to bear in a camp. People are 
much edified by the good order and diſcipline you cauſe to 
be obſerved. None in the world ſhall be more devoted to 
you, my Lord, nor with more zeal and profound reſpedt, 
than I ſhall be to my laſt breath. 


LELITER 


ARCHBISHOP OF AMBRA. 


LETTER V. 
During the ſame. Campaign. 


V Lord, the only thing that comforts me in the mit, 
takes you fall into, is the hope that God will make 
ſuch trials uſeful to you. Auguſtin obſerves that God fre- 
quently beſtows temporal proſperity upon the wicked, to 
ſhow how he deſpiſes thoſe goods that dazzle the eyes of the 
world. But as for afflictions, he reſerves them for his own 
children, whom he deſigns to take off from the loye of the 
world, to humble under his mighty hand and to make them 
objefts of his delight. Becauſe you was beloved by God 
it was neceſſary to prove you by temptation.” How great 
ſoever a man be in other reſpects, he wants much if he hag 
never felt adverſity. * He who has not been tried, what 
does he know?” We neither know others nor ourſelves 
when we have never experienced misfortunes, the on- 
ly ſure trials. Proſperity is a ſtream that carries you plea- 
ſantly along; all men praiſe you and you are intoxicated 
with their praiſes. But adverſity is a torrent that bears you 
down and you muſt conſtantly withſtand and ſtrive againſt 
it. Great princes need more than the reſt of mankind to 
be taught by adverſity, 'Tis what they commonly want 
moſt. They need contradiction to teach them moderation; 
as people of a mean condition need ſupport without con- 
tradiction. Princes are not ſubjected to the toils of others 
and they forget humanity. It is proper they feel that e- 
very thing may forſake them, that their grandeur itſelf 
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is frail; aj that all thoſe who lye at their feet would 
leave them if this grandeur left them. They muſt never be 
willing to try the utmoſt extent of their power; but learn to 
put themſelves in the place of other men, that they may ſee 
how far they ſhould bear with them and manage them. In 
truth, my Lord, ſuch experience is of much greater impor- 


- tance to the real happineſs of a prince and people, than to 


be always victorious.  T' was afraid you ſhould have been 
tempted to a vain joy upon the command of ſuch a power- 
ful army. I prayed you might not be like that king who 
© boaſted in the power of his army.“ The greateſt princes 
have none but borrowed ſtrength: their confidence is very 
vain, if they think their ſtrength lyes in a multitude of men 
they have aſſembled. An unlucky accident, a ſhadow, a 


nothing ſtrikes fear and diſorder into theſe great bodies. It 


brought tears into my eyes, to hear you pronounce with 
ſuch piety theſe amiable words, * Some truſt in chariots and 
* ſome in horſes; but we will remember the name of the 


Lord our God.“ A great many ignorant people 1 1magine 


the glory of princes depends on their ſucceſs: it depends on 
taking right meaſures and not on the ſucceſs of theſe mea- 
ſures. It does not even depend altogether on taking right 
meaſures; for the faults of the beſt princes, turn to their ad- 
vantage and improvement and heighten their reputations 
when they know how to make a right uſe of them. 

'The true glory of princes depends on their virtue alone. 
They cannot fail to be admired if they ſhow goodneſs, wiſ- 
dom, courage and patience. Adverſity gives them a luſtre 
which they want in the moſt ſhining proſperity. It diſco- 
vers qualities in them which the world had never ſeen, if 
all things had prevented their wiſhes and gone to their mind. 

| . The 
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The greateſt of all victories i is when wiſdom and courage 
get the better of misfortunes. : 

A more powerful example of this cannot be given than 
King Lewis, called the faint. He fought for religion, and 
God who loved him, gave him all the diſappointments you 
know of. I very frequently pray that the deſcendent of 
this great king may inherit his virtues and that you may 
like him be a man after God's heart. Great would be 
my joy if you could perform great things for the king and 
the ſtate; but if God ſees fit you ſhould not be able to per- 
form them, I wiſh you may at leaſt continue to do all that 
can be expected from you, to the very laſt. No queſtion 


but you will, my Lord, if you are faithful to God. He 


will lead you by the hand. 

May I venture to tell you what I underſtand the publick 
are ſaying? If I followed the rules of prudence, I ſhould 
not. But I rather chooſe to run the riſk of being thought im- 
prudent, than to reſerve what may be of uſe to a heart like 
yours. They ſincerely eſteem you. They tenderly love 
you. They have conceived grand hopes of the good you 
are capable of doing. But they pretend to think you are 
not forward enough in deciding; and have too great a re- 
gard to opinions and advices far inferior to your own light. 
As I am a ſtranger to the facts, I know not upon whom 
theſe reflexions fall; I only repeat ſimply, and word for 

word, what I don't underſtand, and cannot further ex- 
plain. 

Tis true, my Lord, you ought to pay an inviolable ſub- 
miſſion to tlie orders of the king; but at the ſame time you 
ought to uſe the power he leaves in your hands as far as it 
will go to promote the intereſts of his government. Beſides, 

| | | tis 


20 LETTERS OF THE 
tis proper you ſhould make the ſtrongeſt repreſentations to 
have your powers augmented, if you find there is occaſion 
for it. A prince of a grave temper, uſed to application, 
who has long ſtudied the practice of virtue and who has 
finiſhed his third campaign in the beginning of his 27th 
year, cannot be thought too young to decide matters. The 
Duke of Orleans has unlimited powers in the war with 
Spain. The world has ſeen already that nothing is to be 
expected from you but the moſt cautious and moderate con- 
duct. Not that you are to determine ſingly againſt the ad- 
vice of all the general officers of the army: 'tis enough, if 
you find yourſelf at liberty to execute what you judge pro- 
per to be done, when your advice is confirmed by that of the 
general officers of moſt reputation and experience. There 
would be much leſs hazard in giving you ſuch powers, than 
in tying you down to the opinion of any particular perſon, 
or obliging you always to wait for orders from the king. 
This laſt method muſt expoſe you to the moſt vexing dif- 
appointments. | There are caſes of neceſſity, when one can- 
not wait without loſing the opportunity and 'tis impoſſible 
for any perſon to decide n without ſeeing thing upon 
the _ 5 
Taſk pardon, my Fond. for this exceſs of liberty flowing 
from an exceſs of zeal. I have no intereſt, thank God, in 
this world. T am concerned only about yours and that of 
the king and the ſtate. I know to whom I ſpeak and I can- 
not doubt of the goodneſs of your heart. Mine ſhall be de- 
voted to you all the reſt of my lite with a moſt inviolable at- 
tachment and profound ref] pect. 


At Cambray 16 - 
Sept. 1708. 
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During the fame eee, 


Am edified and charmed ta, he la degree, my Lond 
with the ſolidity of your thoughts and the piety that 
reigns in all your ſentiments, but the more I am overjoyed 
to ſee what God puts in your heart; the more it rents my 
own heart to hear what I hear. I would give my life not 
only for the ſtate, but for the king's perſon, his glory, his 
proſperity; and 1 pray God every day to crown n 
bleſſings. 

What comforts me under the eee contra - 
dictions you ſo aften meet with, is : chat E ſee God: deſigns 
by the croſs to improve you and to mała you as ſenſible as 
any private perſon of the difficulties and troubles of human 
life. Beſides, I am perſuaded. God would be your counſel, 


by entering into yourſelf; and then, act without ſcruplej- 
as the affair requires. ge ſtrong and fight the battles ofithe 
Lord. Don't give your ſelf any pain to anſwen ms; dis 
enough that my heart has ſpoken to yours in ſecret-before - 
God. "Tis in him I place all my hopes of your proſperity; 

my Lord; I carry you every dayt tothe Te | 

the moſt ardent zeal. e 
It you give your ſelf to God, on every. * with a 
humble confidence; he will lead you. by the anch and res 

ſolve your doubts, Whatever genius he has given you, your 
irreſolution will lead vou into ns faults; ein- 
F N 
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dulge a weak and ſcrupulous devotion, hear people of 


( þ | the greateſt experience; and then reſolve upon your mea- 

1 ſures. There is leſs danger in taking them wrong than in 

; 5 2 taking none at all, or too late. Pardon the liberty, my 
j 


Lord, of an old ſervant who prays continually for you, and 
has no other comfort in the world, but the hopes that not- 
withſtanding theſe croſs accidents, God will make you an 
inſtrument of innumerable good things. | 
Tis not my province, my Lord, to reaſon upon war: 
therefore J will abſtain; but 'tis a vaſt advantage to be at the 
head of a powerful army, conducted and animated by a 
prince of your birth. "Tis glorious to ſee your patience and 
reſolution in continuing the campaign till the ſeaſon be ſo far 
advanced. Our youth impatient to ſee Paris, wanted ſuch 
an example. While tis poſſible to do any thing uſeful or 
honourable 'tis you my Lord muſt labour, to execute it. 
The enemy cannot fail to be weakned ; you are ſuperior in 
forces, it is to be hoped you are ſo like ways in your deſigns, 

1 and in proper meaſures for happily executing them. 'The 
true way to raiſe the reputation of your affairs is to ſhow an 
indefatigable application. Your preſence would be hurtful 
both to your affairs and your reputation, if it appeared to be 
uſeleſs and unactive at ſuch a troubleſome time as this. On 
the contrary your reſolution in bearing out patiently to the 
end of this campaign, will force the world to open their 
eyes and to do you juſtice; when they fee that you look 

before you, and lay ſchemes, and act with life and courage. 
God, in whom I truſt and not in man, will bleſs your la- 
bours; and tho' he permit them to be unſucceſsful, you will 
deſerve the praiſes of all the wiſe and knowing part of the 
world, by your courage and patience under misfortunes. 


You 


* D * N . * 
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Tou have infinite helps, if you pleaſe to make uſe of 
them. You are more capable than others, my Lord, to con- 
verſe with thoſe about you. A little more complaiſance would 
charm them. A word, a geſture, a ſmile, a look from a 
prince like you, gains the hearts of the multitude. Praiſes 
ſeaſonably beſtowed on diſtinguiſhed merit will affe& the 
hearts of honeſt men. If it be in your power to advance 
the deſerving; make them ſenſible of your protection. If it 
is not in your power, ſhow that you are ſorry for it; and 
that you have their intereſt really at heart. Nothing will 
ſo effectually gain the good will of ſuch as can decide your 
reputation, as this goodneſs of heart; this attention to ſer- 
' vices and talents; this taſte and diſcernment of true merit, 
and this eagerneſs to reward it. I will venture to ſay it, my 
Lord, that tis in your own power to gain the approbation 
of the publick and to attract the praiſes of the whole world. 
You may eaſily ſtop the mouths of cenſurers, if you will; 
and on the other hand the diſlike of the publick is greatly 
to be avoided. I own nothing is more yain than to hunt af- 
ter the vain praiſes of men: they are unſolid, raſh, unjuſt, 
and blind in their opinions. Happy he who can hide him- 
ſelf from their knowledge in ſolitude. But grandeur is ſo far 
from ſetting you above the judgments of men that it makes 
you infinitely more ſubje& to them, than if you were in a 
low condition. Such as are bound to goyern others, can- 
not do it to purpoſe, when they have loſt the eſteem and 
confidence of the people. Nothing would be fo hard and 

inſupportable to the people; nothing ſo dangerous and diſ- 

honourable to the prince as a government of pure authority, 

no way ſweetened by eſteem and confidence and mutual 

affection. Tis therefore a main duty in great princes, requi- 
= | red 
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red of them by God himſelf, that with unwearied diligence 
they labour to be beloved and eſteemed; not for the fake 
of vain glory, but from a regard to God, who has appoin- 
ted them to repreſent his goodneſs upon earth. If this at- 
tention be painful to them, they muſt remember it 1s their 
principal duty, and to be preferred to any other mortification 
they would be willing to bear for the love of God. If you 
give yourſelf to him without reſerve, he will make you ea- 
ſy under certain little ſubmiſſions which appear trouble- 
ſome, becauſe you are not accuſtomed to them. 

My Lord, I cannot help repeating that it is my opinion 
| you ſhould hold out to the laſt in the army, like Marſhal 
Boufflers in the citadel of Liſle. If you cannot have oppor- 
tunities of acting any thing uſefully and, honourably to the 
end of the campaign; at leaſt you ſhall make it up by pa- 
tience and reſolution and courage in waiting for opportuni- 
ties to the laſt: At leaſt you ſhall have time to ſhow the ar- 
my your good will; and to gain their hearts. If on the o- 
ther hand any vigorous ſtroke is to be made, before the 
troops retire, why ſhould you be abſent and let others en- 
groſs the honour. That would be making the world believe 
nothing-bold or reſolute could be undertaken while you had 
the command; that you was but a hindrance, and that they 
waited till you was gone, to attempt ſomething worth 
while. After all, if any thing can be hoped, it muſt be when 
the enemies are obliged to retire and to go into winter quar- 
ters. There you have the concluſion of the campaign. 
There you have the deciſive occaſion; why would you ne- 
glect it? You muſt always obey the king with an implicite 
zeal; but you ſhould wait patiently and ſtrive to put off an 
abſolute order for withdrawing too ſoon, | 


You 
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You ſhould bring honour to piety and make it reſpected by 
your manner of practiſing it. You ſhould juſtify it to cen- 
ſurers and libertines. Your practice of it ſhould be ſimple, 
{weet, noble, ſtrong and agreeable to your rank. You 
ſhould go ſtraight forward to the great duties of your ſtation, 

from a principle of love to God; and never make your in- 

_ tegrity troubleſome by needleſs ſcruples about things of no 
conſequence. The love of God will enlarge your heart and 
enable you reachly to decide in preſſing occaſions. A prince 
cannot govern men in a court or a camp, as is done in a 
cloiſter; he muſt do the beſt he can with them and acco- 
modate himſelf to their capacity. Chriſt ſaid to the apoſtles 
IT have many things to tell you, but you cannot bear them 
now. Paul ſays I become all things to all, that J may ſave 
them. I pray God every day, that the ſpirit of liberty may 
_ continually enlarge your heart, and fit you to the neceſſities 
of the multitude. 

You mult ſhow the world that your 1 manner of thinking 
is ſerious, connected, conſtant and firm; you muſt con- 
vince the world that you are ſenſible of all you ought to be 
ſenſible of, and that nothing eſcapes you. If you appear 
ſoft and eaſily led, they will lead you too far at the expence 
of your reputation. When you return to court, I think 
you ought to ſpeak to the King with intrepidity and reſpect; 
ſhow him clearly and particularly the true cauſes of your 
bad ſucceſſes, with the remedies that may be found for 

them. If you let him fee that you have been wanting in 

nothing eſſential; if you repreſent to him what a trouble- 
ſome ſituation you was in; in fine if you confirm your good 


| reaſons by the agreeing teſtimony of the principal officers, 


who ſhould naturally tell the truth in your favours, if you 
| G 8 
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be at the leaſt pains to gain their affections; the king will be 
obliged to favour your juſt cauſe for the intereſt of the ſtate. 
Your defence lyes in good reaſons backed with a courage 
which cannot fail to be commended, when it is ſeaſoned 
with ſubmiſſion, a zeal, and a reſpect for the King proof 
againſt all trials. Your return to court will be a critical mo- 
ment. I ſhall redouble my weak prayers at that time. 

If you frequently enter into your ſelf, to renew the dedi- 
cation of your heart to God, if you ſay with humility: © I 
* will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak.” If you act nei- 
ther from humour, nor natural temper, nor vain- glory, but 
merely from ſelf-denial, and fidelity to the ſpirit of grace; 
God will ſupport you. * He hath given his angels charge 
over you to keep you in all your Ways.” It ſhall be given 

* you in that hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. * You ſhall become 
oreat before men as you become little before God and pli- 
able to his will; you ſhall have croſſes, but they will be a 
part of God's ſchemes, to make you an inſtrument of his 
providence, and you {hall fay I rejoice in all our tribulati- 
ons. I cannot think my ſelf in the preſence of God, but 
I am there with you; to beg of him that you may be like 
David after his own heart. 


An Extra? 


An Extract of one of the Prince's Anſwers. 


Will endeavour to improve the advices you give me, 
Pray God to give me grace to do. * * * Beg of God 
more and more to beſtow on me that love to him above all; 
and a love to myſelf, my friends and my enemies, in him 
and for his ſake, * * * * I hear very well what people have 
been talking and probably will ſtill talk. I paſs ſentence on 
myſelf, where I deſerve it and deſpiſe the reſt, pardoning 
from the heart thoſe that have done or wiſhed me harm and 
praying for them. Theſe are my ſentiments, my dear Arch- 
_ biſhop; and notwithſtanding my faults, an abſolute determi- 
nation to be devoted to God. Pray him continually to finiſh 


in me what he has begun, and to deſtroy whatever proceeds 
from original fin and ſelf, You know my friendihip for you 


is always the ſame. 
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